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June 30, 1999 
EIU VICE PRESIDENT ASSUMES NEW POST 
CHARLESTON -- Morgan R. Olsen, vice president for business affairs at Eastern Illinois 
University, has been named the new vice president for business and finance at Southern 
Methodist University in Dallas, Texas. He will join SMU in August. 
Olsen replaces Elizabeth C. Williams, who was named university treasurer last 
November. 
"Morgan Olsen comes to SMU with a strong record of achievement in financial 
administration," says SMU President R. Gerald Turner. "His leadership will be a great asset as 
the University attracts significant funding and initiates new projects through The Campaign for 
SMU: A Time to Lead. His expertise will help us ensure SMU's financial strength at a time when 
all institutions of higher education must be wise and effective managers of their resources." 
As vice president for business and fmance at SMU, Olsen will be responsible 
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for overseeing the university's accounting, budgeting, information technology, human resources 
and business services, environmental health and safety functions, campus facilities planning and 
plant operations. 
"I am very pleased about becoming part of the Southern Methodist University 
community, and I look forward to joining President Turner's leadership team and serving as vice 
president for business and finance," Olsen said. "SMU is an outstanding institution of higher 
education, with high academic standards and many excellent programs. My family and I are 
excited about relocating to the Dallas area and making many new friends." 
Olsen joined Eastern in 1995, serving as the university's chief business and financial 
officer, administering its $120 million operating budget and a $40 million capital budget. He also 
served as treasurer of the university's board of trustees and assistant treasurer of the Eastern 
Illinois University Foundation. He has taught courses in college student affairs as an associate 
professor in the College of Education and Professional Studies. 
"Although I have worked with Dr. Olsen only for a short time, we worked well together 
instantly. I have been impressed tremendously with his broad-based knowledge of higher 
education and his ethics. Indeed, he is among the finest financial officers that I have met over the 
years. His efforts over the past four and a half years have positioned Eastern well for the 21st 
century, and for this we are indebted to him. He will be sorely missed. I wish him much success 
in his new post at Southern Methodist University," said Eastern President Carol Surles. 
During Olsen's tenure as vice president at Eastern, the university's information 
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technology infrastructure and support services have been greatly strengthened, a campus master 
plan has been established, numerous capital projects have been completed and the university's 
overall financial strength has improved. 
"Eastern is a remarkable institution, one that does so much for its students. It has been a 
pleasure to be a part of the progress Eastern has made over the last five years. I'm particularly 
grateful to President Surles and my colleagues on the President's Council for their support and 
friendship, and it has been my privilege to work with such a committed and capable Business 
Affairs staff. I will truly miss them." 
Olsen, a member of Phi Beta Kappa, graduated summa cum laude in 1980 from the 
University ofNorth Dakota with a Bachelor of Arts degree in political science. He received his 
master's degree in public administration with an emphasis on economics, accounting and policy 
analysis at the University of North Dakota in 1982. He earned his Ph.D. in higher education from 
the University of Kansas in 1992. 
Before his work with Eastern, Olsen was vice president for fiscal affairs at Emporia State 
University in Emporia, Kansas. He administered the university's $43 million operating budget 
and served as chief business and financial officer for the university. 
Before entering university administration in 1985, Olsen served as acting executive 
budget analyst for the North Dakota Office of Management and Budget. 
Olsen is a member of various professional organizations, including the National 
Association of College and University Business Officers (NACUBO). He is a member of the 
board of the Central Association of College and University Business Officers (CACUBO). His 
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other professional memberships include the College and University Personnel Association, 
EDUCAUSE, the Association for the Study of Higher Education (ASHE) and the American 
Association for Higher Education (AAHE). 
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